An Economy of Trust

Daily Readings for the Season of Lent

Ash Wednesday

Isaiah 58: 6-9 “You shall call for help and God will say, Here I am.” (9a)

Job 42: 1-6 “Job answered God: …”I admit it. I was once lived by rumors of you; now I have it all first hand – from my own eyes and ears! I’m sorry – forgive me, I’ll never do it again, I promise! I’ll never again live on crusts of hearsay, crumbs of rumor.” *

Feb 18th
Isaiah 58:9b – 14 (If you do what love demands), “The lord will guide you continually and satisfy your needs.”(11a)

Feb 19th
Matthew 6:25-26 “Don’t worry about your life… Look at the birds, free and careless in the care of God. Are you not of more value than they?”

                            Feb 20th 
Luke 5: 27-32 “Who needs a doctor? I come to the marginalized with an offer to change their lives.” *

                           The First Sunday of Lent 


Psalm 91: 14-16 “…say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.’”(2) Those who love me, I will deliver…”(14)

Luke 4:1-13 “It is written, Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” (8)

Feb 22nd
Psalm 23 “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, for you are with me.”(4)

Feb 23rd 
Psalm 34:4-7; 16-19 “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves the crushed in spirit.”(18)


Matthew 6:7-15 “There is a connection between what you do and what God does. If you refuse to do your part, you cut yourself off from God’s part.” *

Feb 24th 
Jonah 3:1-10 “The people of Nineveh believed God.”(5) “When God saw what they did… God changed his mind…”(10)


Psalm 51: 10-13 “Create in me a clean heart, and put a new and right spirit within me.” (10)

Feb 25th 
Psalm 138; 1-3; 7-8 “On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul.” (3) “Though I walk in the midst of trouble … you stretch out your hand… and deliver me.”(7)


Matthew 7:7-12 “For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” (8)

Feb 26th 
Matthew 5:20-26 “So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there, go and be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come back and offer your gift.” (23-24)

Feb 27th 
Deuteronomy 26:16-19 “Today you have obtained the Lord’s agreement: to be your God; and for you to walk in his ways…” (17) “Today the Lord has obtained your agreement: to be his treasured people, as he promised you…” (18)


Matthew 5: 43-38 “But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” (44)

The Second Sunday of Lent

Psalm 27 “Light, space, zest – that’s God! So, with him on my side I’m fearless, afraid of no one and nothing… Listen, God, I’m calling at the top of my lungs: Be good to me! Answer me!...I’m sure now I’ll see God’s goodness in the exuberant earth. Stay with God! Take heart. Don’t quit. *


Luke 9:28-36 “Then from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him’.”(35)

Mar 1st
Luke 6:36-38 “Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”(38)


Psalm 79:8-9, 11, 13 “Don’t blame us for the sins of our parents. Hurry up and help us; we’re at the end of our rope. You’re famous for helping; God, give us a break. Your reputation is on the line. Pull us out of this mess, forgive us our sins – do what you’re famous for doing… Then we, your people, the ones you love and care for, will thank you over and over. We’ll tell everyone we meet how wonderful you are, how praiseworthy you are!” *

Mar 2nd
Matthew 23:1-12 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; therefore do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach.”(2-3)


Isaiah 1:10, 16-20 “Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord; though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land.”(18-19)

Mar 3rd
Psalm 31:5-6, 14-16 “But I trust in you, O Lord; my times are in your hand… Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.” (14-16)


Matthew 20:17-28 “Whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave. That is what the Son of Man has done: he came to serve, not be served – and then to give away his life in exchange for the many who are held hostage.” *

Mar 4th                             
Jeremiah 17:5-10 “Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust in the Lord. They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when the heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.” (7-8)


Psalm 1 “For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous.” (6a)

Mar 5th
Psalm 105:16-21 “Until what he had said came to pass, the word of the Lord kept testing him.” (19)


Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46 “Jesus said to them, have you never read in the scriptures: ‘the stone that the builders rejects has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.” (42-43)

Mar 6th 
Psalm 103:1-4, 9-12 “He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.” (10)


Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 “Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘this fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them…’But we had to celebrate and rejoice because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” (1-2,32)

The Third Sunday of Lent


Isaiah 55:1-9 “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant…” (3)


Psalm 63:1-8 “Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you.” (3)

Mar 8th
2 Kings 5:1-15 “So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy and he was clean.” (14)


Luke 4: 24-30 “And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown.” (24)

Mar 9th
Psalm25: 4-9 “Show me how you work, God; school me in your ways…God is fair and just; he corrects the misdirected, sends them in the right direction. He gives the rejects his hand and leads them step by step.” (4, 8-9 BCL)


Matthew 18:21-35 “Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” (21)

Mar 10th
Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9 “So now Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe…” (1)


Matthew 5:17-19 “Do not thinks that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.” (17)

Mar 11th
Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9 “For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, the sheep of his hand. O that today you would listen to his voice.” (7)


Jeremiah 7:23-28 “From the day that your ancestors came out of Egypt until this day, I persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after day; yet they did not listen or pat attention…” (25-26a)

Mar 12th
Hosea 14: 1-9 “If you want to live well, make sure you understand all of this. If you know what’s good for you, you’ll learn this inside and out. God’s paths get you where you want to go. Right-living people walk them easily; wrong-living people are always tripping and stumbling.” *


Mark 12: 28-34 “You shall love your neighbor as yourself…” (31)

Mar 13th
Hosea 6:1-6 “Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.” (3)


Luke 18: 9-14 “Jesus commented, ‘this tax man, not the other, went home made right with God. If you walk around with your nose in the air, you’re going to end up flat on your face, but if you’re content to be simply yourself, you will become more than yourself’.” *

The Fourth Sunday of Lent


Psalm 32 “Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.” (2) // “Count yourself lucky – God holds nothing against you and you’re holding nothing back from him.” *


2 Corinthians 5:17-21 “All this comes from God who settled the relationship between us and him, and then called us to settle our relationships with each other.” *

Mar 15th
Isaiah 65:17-21 “I am about to create new heavens and a new earth.” (17)


Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12 “You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.”


John 4; 43-54 “Unless you see sign and wonders you will not believe.” (48)

Mar 16th
Psalm 46: 1-9 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” (1)


John 5:1-16 “Do you want to be made well?” (6)

Mar 17th 
Psalm 145:8-9, 13-14, 17-18 “The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.” (9)

John 5: 17-30 “My Father is still working, and I also am working.” (17)

Mar 18th 
Psalm 106: 19-23 “They forgot God, their very own Savior, who had turned things around in Egypt…. Fed up, God decided to get rid of them – and except for Moses, his chosen, he would have. But Moses stood in the gap and deflected God’s anger, prevented it from destroying them utterly.” * 


John 5: 31-47 “You have your heads in your Bibles constantly because you think you’ll find eternal life there. But you miss the forest for the trees. These Scriptures are all about me! And here I am standing right before you, and you aren’t willing to receive from me the life you say you want.” *

Mar 19th 
Psalm 89:1-5 “I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.” (2)


Luke 2: 41-51 “Didn’t you know that I had to be here, dealing with the things of my Father?” *

Mar 20th 
Jeremiah 11: 18-20 “I was like a gentle lamb led to slaughter.” (19)


John 7: 40-53 “Surely the Messiah does not come from Galilee, does he?” (41a)

The Fifth Sunday of Lent


Isaiah 43: 16-21 “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (19a)


John 8: 1-11 “Neither, do I condemn you. Go your way and from now on do not sin again.” (11b)

Mar 22nd 
Psalm 23 “True to your word, you let me catch my breath and send me in the right direction.” *


John 8: 12-20 “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid because I know where I have come from and where I am going.” (14)

Mar 23rd 
Psalm 102: 2-3, 16-21 “From heaven the Lord looked at the earth, to hear the groans of the prisoners, to set free those who were doomed to die.” (19b-20) 


John 8: 21-30 “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will realize the I am he and that I do nothing on my own… and the one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone.” (28-29)

Mar 24th
John 8: 31-42 “If the Son makes you free you are free indeed.” (36)

Mar 25th
Psalm 40: 7-11 “Now God, don’t hold out on me, don’t hold back your passion. Your love and truth are all that keeps me together.” *


Luke 1: 26-38 “Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word’.” (38)

Mar 26th
Jeremiah 20: 10-13 “All praise to God! He saves the weak from the grip of the wicked.” *


John 10: 31-42 “If I do {the works of my Father}, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” (38)

Mar 27th
Ezekiel 37: 21-28 “I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant… I will be their God and they shall be my people.” (26-27)


John 11: 45-57 “{The Pharisees said} ‘What are we to do? This man is performing signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe him…” (47-48

                            Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50: 4-9a “I followed orders, stood there and took it while they beat me, held steady while they pulled out my beard, … faced them as they spit in my face. And the Master, God, stays right there and helps me….” *


Mark 11: 1-11 “The he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple.” (11)

Mar 29th 
Isaiah 42: 1-7 “I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people….” (6)


Mark 11: 12-19 “The chief priests and the scribes were afraid of him… because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching.” (18)

Mar 30th 
Isaiah 49: 1-6 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant…I will give you as a light to the nations….” (6)


Mark 12: 28-34 “To love one’s neighbor as oneself – this is much more important that all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices….” (33b)

Mar 31st
Psalm 69: 8-10, 32-34 “Let the oppressed see it and be glad; you who seek God, let your hearts revive.” (32)


Mark 14: 3-9 “She has done what she could.” (8a)

Apr 1st 
Psalm 116: 1-2, 10, 12-14 “I kept my faith even when I said, ‘I am greatly afflicted’.” (10)


Mark 12-25 “While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, gave it to them….” (22)

Apr 2nd
Psalm 31: 1-5, 11-16, 24 “Let you face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.” (16)


Mark 15: 33-41 “Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.” (37)

Apr 3rd 
Psalm 16: 1-2, 5-11 “I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.” (8)


Romans 6:3-11 “Never again will sin have the last word. When Jesus died, he took sin down with him, but alive he brings God down to us.” *


Mark 1: 15 “Time’s up! God’s kingdom is here. Change your life and believe the Message.” *

Easter Sunday
Mark 16: 1-8 “He is not here. He is arisen!” (6b)


Acts 10:34-43 “Peter fairly exploded with his good news: ‘it is God’s own truth, nothing could be plainer: God plays no favorites… if you want God and are ready to do as he says, the door is open!” *

Texts marked * are taken from The Message, by Eugene H. Peterson, copyright NavPress Publishing Group, used by permission. All other texts are NRSV.

